Programs of Choice

HOICE Magazine, the journal

' of the Australian Consumers’
Association, has carried out a
survey on wordprocessors for kids.
‘The magazine's testers — who includ-
edei;hqchﬂdru—cvdmwdllword
processing packages for the Apple,
Commodore, IBM-JX and Microbee
computers. The evaluations were car-
ried out in terms of the programs’ sim-
ggw. performance and overall ap-

according to the panel is the group
containing the highest number of
first-time users.

Among the features cxamined were
those that many adult users take for
granted with the more highly priced

and comprehensive Processors,
w the instruction manuals.
ible and easy-to-understand in-

structions are essential according to
the survey, so that the kids can use the
m@m casily. also examined
tional features offered by some
gmuﬂumﬂamtw
accented letters, or the a
allow (Aussie Fred) words which won't
in the printed text to be insert-
d on screen. allow the inser-
tion of graphics.

The review panel considered an ide-

al for an eight 10 12- old
lononenm: - -

* let the child start work after only a
few keystrokes to begin the

* had easy-to-use Jons

* prompted the child with the next

!oonldbeuudwtypealauou

o ———— ——————

short story without refermng to the
manual

* had a small range of features with
further capacity apparent

* had on-screen help

* had a manual designed for chil-
dren with appropriate words and ter-
minology

_ * showed on the screen how the typ-
ing would appear on paper.

*made reasonable assumptions
lbouuhepdntertobeuaedmdm.
ally worked with a few simple com.

The conclusions reached by the pan-
¢l was thatof the 1]
three could recommended
without reservations and that these
perform as word processors, are
timpk.to'&nd.hvebeenmmn
with children in mind.
It is interesting 10 note that the pro-
&:;:Mammgdm}hehan
¢'s recommendations is a public
domain program and can be obtained
for the cost of the disk on which it is

is



