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2500 New Tricks for Your 2000, from the Biggest BBS 
We have finally broken through to shareware Big Time. Many members have kindly sent us 
their favorite shareware programs from the modem world - and two have made their own 
2000 versions of compatible software for us. 

But there was a lot of duplication in these "Best of Elvis" collections, and other 
problems. I've never been comfortable with the compression methods modem types use to 
save telephone time. One helpful guy added a READ .ME file to each of hundreds of programs, 
explaining the use of each. Then he ran the 

Or bans full set into compression, and when I tried to 38/ M • decompress them I ran into trouble. ain 
PKXARC, the decompressor, kept saying "I Westport 
already have a read.me file, do you want me CT 06880 
to copy this next one on top of it?" Untan­
gling that mess took me weeks of lost time, 
and I never finished. I should have been put­
ting the disk in another 2000 and renaming 
each read.me file, then answering YES. 

But Orphan Russell Popp has ended 
the chaos. He has compiled, and separated 
by subject. Bub Juge's entire 2000·BBS in 
Houston. Thank you, RP, for a giant contri­
bution. Juge (rhymes with Scrooge) is no 
longer using a 2000, even on his 2000 bulle­
tin board (it's a 4000). He can afford all the 
computers he wants, getting them almost 
free from his brother Big Ed. 

Texas Politics 

Other Orphans in Houston promised 
to do the job, but spoke to Juge instead. 
Juge. they reasoned. could let them drop 
over and do two hours of direct disk copying. 
That would save them two weeks of continu­
ous modem time. What they didn't know 
(even when I told them) was that Juge hates 
the Orphans. He no doubt refused when he 
learned (or suspected) that his BBS collec­
tion would go to the Orphans. 

Then the Houston types apparently 
decided they were more Texan than Orphan. 
and dropped the project (without telling me). 
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Now What? 
It took me over a year to screen 
the Incoming pile Into our three 
shareware disks. This delay 
must not happen again. I will tty 
to break chunks off the huge 
libraty RP has sent, so you 

I 
will 

have access to at least one;new 
disk In September's Whimper. I 
will avoid duplicating anything 
In the original three disks. I'll tty 
to add at least one disk a month, 
and I'll try to do a lot better. 

This library has 2500 
files. I could give you a one-line 
description of each (by mld-
1990), and let you order them 
Individually. maybe at a dollar 
apiece (far too much). Instead, 
I'll Just group them by subject 
and send out a whole categoty 
on a single disk. 

There is variety. You 
name it, and it's here. We have a 
hundred flies for the amateur 
accountants among us, and a 
disk or two for men who like 
carelessly-dressed ladies. 

Some of this shareware is better 
than major software, doing all 
you want with much quicker 
learning and fewer keystrokes. 
But expect some of It to be mi­
nor league, also. Professional 
accountants mlgbt sneer at the 
home-accounting' programs we 
have; and those unclad ladles 
are sandy black-and-white, 
green-and-white on the VM-1. 
Still, where else can you get a 
picture to leave on your 2000 
during lunch, which will make 
people suspect you're not a nerd 
after all? 

If there was anything 
the modem crowd had that I 
envied, we've got it now. 

Overshadowed by the 
Popp library this month were 
the usual half dozen disks of 
Interesting new stuff from mem­
bers, and thank you. I will try to 
get them reviewed and available 
also. Stay tuned In for further 
developments. 






















