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Let the Buyer Be Bored: The Best Deal is a Dull Deal 
We have almost a member a day drifting off to compatibles. Often, they are buying the 

wrong machines. The cutting edge will cut a hole in your pocket. Stay away from it. "State of 
the art" is for suckers. If yot1 have learned anything from your years of low-cost 2000 
computing, it is that yesterday's marvel is today's best deal. 

When you finally plunge into compatible computing, scout the 8xl 1 glossy maga­
zines plus Computer Shopper. Pick the "part of the art" that is getting the most play in the 
ads, the most different models for 

II Orphans 
sale. Today, it is a 386 machine using 387 Main 
a 16mhz chip, VGA graphics in either Westport 
color or mono (you choose: clarity or CT 06880 
excitement?). Buy the box bare and 
install your own hard drive. Another Return 
strong contender in value for the Postage 
money: the crowd of 286 machines LGuaran===
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with 20mhz chips. 

The reason for buying "downtown" is 
that the prices are much better. Pause and 
study before you act: you could buy a cheap 
one that gives you a thousand dollars worth 
of pain before it works right. 

Buy every computer you will ever 
buy, in the center of the market. Get your 
loaded 286 when the system (with monitor 
and hard drive) is $2000. Get your loaded 
386 after it also is down to $2000 total, and 
the trendy money-wasters are going broke on 
486 machines. 

lf You Care, Compare 
Try for a machine advertised by sev­

eral distrtbutors at different prices. Stay 
away from the bandits (Tandy, Compaq, 
IBM). Watch out for the one-store factories 
(Dell, for instance). They tend to price higher 
or be worse than their discounted competi­
tion. Buy on the open market, and buy only 
what does NOT excite you. Then you'll get 
the best value possible for every dollar. 

Being New Is Not New 
The Whimper is here to help 
ALL members: people who 
change the hex cod<c of ma -
jor software eve,:y qay, and 
people who are amazed 
when their keystrokes flash 
up on that little TV screen. 

Our advice will of­
ten be badly-written from a 
beginner's point of view. It 
will scare him off, rather 
than giving him an under­
standable peek Into his 
computing future. 

The average Or­
phan Is a guy who bought a 
dirt-cheap 2000 as his first 
computer, .. ·as many of us 
bought a dirt-cheap car for 
our first years on wheels. As 
with the Jalopy. these are 
years of pain, joy and the 

fastest learning of the sub­
ject we will ever do.· 

Keep me serving you 
properly by wrtting your 
questions, even if you think 
they're dumb. I made all the 
same mistakes you're mak­
ing, and I still make them. 

Check the 2000 
DOS manual and the soft­
ware manual, before you 
wrtte for help in the Whim­
per. That's best for you be­
cause Whimper help takes 
two months to get back to 
you. By then your answer 
will help not you, but some­
body else coming up. 

Haunt the computer 
sections of bookstores, grab­
bing whatever $19.95 door 
you wish to. open. 
































