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No More Apples for the Teacher 
Some of you should do what I'm doing in Westport, to give America's kids a fair 

chance at the computing power they'll need to get ahead in business. I'm trying to get the 
Apples out of our schools. 

While IBM was reluctantly seizing control of corporate desks in the S0's, Apple was ·. 
slyly seizing control of the schools. Apple now has a stranglehold, and it's tightening. 

IBM compatibles are the stan- 0 h . rp ans d�d of the business world. They have 387 Main 
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901/o of the machines already, working Westport
toward 100% as three things happen: CT 06880 

1. New computer users in little com-
panies like dry cleaning shops go from 
Atarts, Apples, Commodores to their second 
computers, which will be compatibles. 

2. The big companies move from
mainframes and mini-mainframes to the very 
powerful high-end PC's, networked. 

3. Compatibles wipe out the MacIn­
tosh lead (now down to a year) in graphic arts 
programs, the only thing a Mac does well. 

4. The average newcomer to the job
market becomes more computer-literate. 

Apple Turnover 
After this has happened, jobhunters 

who need training wheels in their blank­
screen PC's will be losing Jobs. Clerk-level 
newcomers will not fit in; and middle man­
agement is increasingly a test of creating new 
computer routines for leaping ahead of the 
competition. People can't hope for promotion 
and profit unless they have skill at the lone­
some C: prompt. 

Apple/Macintosh and their software 
are not only more expensive; they are clumsy 
and limited. You can find hundreds of Apple 
and Mac programs,. which are surprtsingly 
limited when you focus on two or three of 
them and tiy for a new use. Compatibles have 
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hundreds of thousands of 
programs . to choose from. 
Even when you make your 
own, compatibles are easier 
to program well. 

And yet, our scfy.ools 
are teaching kids to conlpute 
on the Apple, even through 
high school and often col­
lege. Because the lazy com­
puter teachers are more 
comfortable with its kinder­
garten poster screen, they 
keep replacing Apples with 
Apples. This is unfair to kids. 

Our schoojs must 
stop replacing Apples with 
anything but compatibles (at 
half the price). The old 
Apples, I keep explaining, 
can drtft down to kindergar­
ten and first grade, where 
they do a valuable educa­
tional job. When even there 

If 
they wear out, compatibles 
have lots of prtmaiy-school 
picture programs. 

. Cider Season 
You may have noticed 

that government doesn't 
heed your complaints. This 
year, I discover, our Board,of 
Education has budgeted 59 
replacement computers for 
classroom use, every sing!� 
one an Apple. So as I have 
done with Tandy, I'm squeez, 
ing some apples with the 
leaders of our schools. They 
will start buying compatibles 
or they will get squeezed too,· 
or probably both. I made the 
first of a sertes of speeches. in 
town hall last night. 

You should be doing 
the same for your schools. 














































