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PLEASE NOTE

Until you understand how the program works it is recommended that you keep your tests as simple as possible. ISP and browser caching may cause errors that seemingly do not seem to correct even though you may doing everything right. Once an error has been established your browser may keep reproducing the error from its cache. You will have to set your preferences to update every time or restart your browser to clear it. Another known problem is cached and proxy servers. Although they may save your host a lot in bandwidth they are the artists' nightmare. If you think that you are having cache problems try making a new test using a different image each time.

# Of late Geocities does not support the files needed... everywhere else does!

HOW IT WORKS

Instead of placing a normal image onto the html page the image is first encrypted and then inserted into a viewer that sits on the page replacing the image. The encrypted image is unusable unless displayed from its viewer. It is only the encrypted files that are uploaded to the server, so the master files are safe from everyone. 

EVALUATION

The download is the full version but with some limitations to encourage you to register. The viewers that it creates as a demo will expire in 48 hours. When satisfied you can register online nominating your intended web site address for a master encryption key that unlocks the program and enables the Domain Lock.

TO INSTALL

The file downloaded is a self-extracting zip file that will open automatically on click.

Unzip the downloaded file into a temporary folder. Open this folder and click on the SETUP.EXE file and follow the instructions until complete. The installation will automatically create a new folder on your C drive (optional) where it can be easily located. All the files from this install will be found in C:\Artistscope\Pro.

Installing to a different directory will break the link from the program's icons. You will need to set the new path in the icon's properties (right click on the icon).

ENCRYPTION

Pro uses an encryption specially written for early Java enabling support for all browsers on both PC and Mac computers.

The most important area that image encryption protects is the downloading of the image by direct means after locating its path. Encrypted images are safe because the image files on the server cannot be viewed away from the user's web site. Nor can they be used from the Temporary Internet Folder or Cache. 

USER GUIDE

To learn how to use Secure Image, open the application and go to the top tool bar of its window and click on HELP. Here you will find complete Help and Operating instructions. For more recent and updated information you can follow the online links when connected to the Internet. Then you can visit the latest information and keep in 

touch with upgrades and new releases.

APPLET STYLES

SWAP IMAGE - TEXT

The text messages are of a fixed font and will only appear as a paragraph. The text will automatically wrap inside the image area and be centered. The limit of how much text will fit depends on the image area. If you try to put too much into a small image area the message will be cropped. The text message is an option for a quick message. If you need more control over the look it may be better to use swap image.  

SWAP IMAGE

Two images are loaded and alternated on MouseOver actions. It is recommended to use images of the same size to avoid distortion. When using swap image the second image must be nominated for the applet to run.

SCALING

By scaling you can adjust your image size to suit regardless of the original selected. The applet size will also be modified and any border settings added to the outside of the image.

MANY IMAGES ON THE SAME PAGE

There is no limit to how many or how large the images can be displayed on the same page. But with any great number of images there is always the download time to consider. If it is too slow then there is a risk of the surfer getting impatient and moving on. Many of us tend to forget that we are getting our images from our own cache.

DOWNLOAD TIMES

Secure Image will only increase your download time by 14 Kb and this only happens on the first call. On subsequent calls the java file is used from cache. The progress bar is displayed to entertain the visitor while the image downloads. Unlike a normal image that will show partially as it downloads when "interlaced" the applet needs to completely download the image before showing. It does not take any longer and subsequent calls or revisits are served from cache (if the visitor's browser settings allow).

EDITING PAGES

The program creates the viewing applet for the image and adds it to a web page. When converting batches of images all the image applets can be saved to the one page with their titles underneath for easy identification (applets are not visible in editors). The new page can be used as template to copy the applets from for pasting onto new or existing pages. Or it can be used as the start page to build upon by adding extra images and text, etc. When doing this work you must begin with all files in the same folder until more familiar with Java.

UPLOADING

If you saved to the project folder simply upload the whole folder intact without any editing. Never upload image or Java files as ASCII. They are binary files and if you need to select an option before uploading - use Auto or Binary.

REDISTRIBUTION

Secure Image Pro may be redistributed in the original zipped download from Artistscope. To ensure that you have the latest download go to ftp://203.101.26.218/artis30a.zip 

SUPPORT

Full support by email is freely available until Secure Image is functional on your website. The latest trouble shooting and user information is online at our web site at http://www.artistscope.net or email us at support@artistscope.net

UNINSTALL

To remove the Artistscope and associated files - simply DELETE the Artistscope folder.

TROUBLESHOOTING

Secure Image Pro works in all popular browsers on both Mac and PC computers. If it is not working for you then an error has been made. Re read the help section and start again keeping it as simple as possible. You will be amazed at how user friendly it really is!

If installed to a directory other than C: the program icons will need to be adjusted. Right click on the icon and select Properties. The program can be started from a broken link but will not function properly - start by clicking the Pro exe file.

Please do not hesitate to report any difficulties so that we may continue improving the product. Some servers, thankfully not many, impose serious restrictions of the use of some file types for security reasons. If you think that you are blessed with one of these, let us know so that we can supply a fix or provide you with more suitable hosting.

WARRANTY

The demos are the full version with a few limitations to encourage you to register. Registered users are entitled free upgrades when available and the use of our online libraries for graphics and Java.

The demos are provided for testing locally and online. It is required that you test the demo for suitability to your use before registering. The registration codes are keyed to your web site and are non returnable.

DISCLAIM

Artistscope, Art Dept (nsw) Pty Ltd and associated distributors are not liable for any loss or damages in any way connected to the use of this software.

THE OTHER DEMO

The install includes info for Secure Image 2.1 and Secure Image Pro. The two programs have different applications and limitations:

Secure Image 2.1 is compiled to the latest Java and therefore more efficient. It is faster loading as today's Java naturally supports encryption. Unfortunately the later Java is only supported on PC browsers from version 4.1 and later. If you need economical protection from 95% of the net traffic, at US$65 (extra sites US$35) v2.1 is by far the choice of any applet system on the Internet... except for Secure Image Pro.

About 2% of the net traffic not supported by v2.1 are the Mac users. Whereas 2.1 did function with Apple's MRJ the updated MRJ2 did not. 

Secure Image Pro has been written in the 1.0.2 Jdk - the first stable version of Java. Most apps today are using 1.1.5 and later. A lot of exciting stuff is produced but it is not fully supported. By using early Java the Pro encryption is supported in browsers as early as Netscape 3 on both PC and Mac platforms. But it comes at a price. It cost more to produce and is more expensive. It is also a little slower loading as it needs a patch for 1.0.2. The program costs US$165 and extra sites can be registered for US$65.
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